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Pranab’s bounty for II'T, IIM

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: The Left parties termed
the Budget as the “most insensitive”
one in history, buf Union finance
minister Pranab Mukherjee gave
this Left-ruled state reasons fo smile.
Giving a piece of the 24% hike in
education budget pie, the budget

doled out reasonably hefty grants

to three of the state institutes. Itis
another matter that none of these
instifutes is run by the state, but
sponsored by the Union ministry of
human resource development.

HT Kharagpur stands togain the
most with a whopping 2200 crore,
HM Calcufta has been allocated Rs
720 crore, while Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity’'s Murshidabad campus will
get Rs 50 crore.

HT Kharagpur had asked for Rs
500 crore o revamp its old hostels,
sewerage and water supply system.
These had come into being imme-
diately after the institute was found-

Reasons to smile for HM-C

ed in 1950 and have outlived their
utility Extra funding was also
sought for creation of academic
facilities for advancement of
nano sciences, life sciences, water
and sustainable development, a med-
ical technology centre, agro-based
engineering and environment en-
gineering.

“We will be celebrating our dia-
mond jubilee this year and hence
asked for extra fund. We were ex-
pecting TH00 crore but are happy

with whatever has been given,” said
deputy director of I'T Kharagpur
A K Majumdar.

On a recent visii {o HM Calcut-
ia, Pranab Mukherjee had been re-
quested for 220 crore to expand the
newly established financial trading
laboratory. This laboratory is con-
nected with major stock markets of
the world and also part of the IIM-
C curriculum. “We are happy that
he remembered to incorporate our
reqguest in the budget. An expansion
of this laboratory had become an
immediate necessity” said a senior
faculty member of the institute.

Meanwhile, 300-acre plot was ac-

~gquired for Aligarh Muslim Univer-

sity campus at Ahiron village un-
der Suti police station in Murshid-
abad, but is construction is yet o
begin, Offfcials said consiruction
would start in the new fiscal vear
and the allocated ¥50 crore would be
utilized. The campis would be com-
plete in three years.
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Forget mouse,
laptop tracks

gaze to scroll
over screen

New York: Ever wish your
eyes were lasers? A laptop
prototype brings that wish
closer to reality. _

It tracks your gaze and fig-
ures out where you're look-
ing on the screen. That
means, among other things,
that you can play a game
where you burn up incoming
asteroids with a laser that

hits where you look. In an-

other demonstration, the
comptiter scrolled a text on
the screen in response to eye

movements, sensing when

reader reached the end.

In the future, alaptop like
this could make the mouse
cursor appear where you're
looking, or make a game
character maintain eve con-
tact with you, according to
Tobii Technology Inc, the
Swedish firm that’s behind
the tracking technology. -

The eye tracker works by
shining twe invisible infrared
lights at you. Two hidden

cameras then loock for the .

“glints” off your eyeballs and
reflections from each retina.
Rather than a replacement
for the traditional mouse and
keyboard or the newer touch
screen, the eye-tracking could
be a complement, making a
computer faster and more ef-
ficient to use. ap
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Copycat PhD? Gaddafi son under LSE lens™

Ashis Ray | THy

London: The London School
of Economics isinmvestigating
allegations that Libwan dicta-
tor Muarmmar Gaddafi's son,
Zaif el-Islam Gaddafi, plagia-
rized his 2008 PhD thesis at the
prestigious inst itution, British
media reportecd.

The LSE in a statement
said it 1s investigating two
specific claims against Saif
al-Islam, 37, and was awareof
allegations that hemay have
nsed a ghostwriter for histhe-
51z, “The allegations are in
the public domain about pos-
gible plagiarism in Saif
Gaddafi’s PhD thesis,” an LSE

DUBIOUS DOC TORATE: Saif

spokesperson said. “We have
also received direct allega-
tions and are seeking maore
specific information in a cou-
ple of cases, we are also car-
ryving out our own checls,™
The LSE's Centre for the

Study of Global Governance
director David Held said there
was a rumour that he may not
have been the sole author of
the thesis. “T wrote straight
away to his supervisor but
there was no substantial evi-
dence.” He said there are ac-
cusations of several sections
1n the thesis being reproduced
virtually verbatim firom else-
where without due credit, Saif
al-Islam smdied at the centre,

The matter could be par-
ficularly embarrassing for In-
dian origin LSE economics
professor Meghnad Desa i, who
examined saif al-Islam before
doctorate was awarded. “I read
the thesis, Texamined hon with

Times of India ND

an examines; he defended his
thesis wery, very thoroughly he
had nobody else present, and
I don’t think there’s any rea-
sonto think he didn't do ithim-
self,” eaid Desali,

Baif al-Islam said erninent
Harvard University econo-
mist Joseph Nye read parts
of his manuscript and offered
advice and thanked the 8-
based Monitor Group for pro-
vidingempirical data for his
writing in his aclmowledge-
ments. The group advises
EOVErTUMENTS 0N economic
development. It has a branch
in London, where Rahul
Gandhi reportedly worked
before entering politics,
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Now, a mobile phone app
that helps spy on others

ant to know what your spouse or child

does when you.are not around? Don't
worTy, scientists have developed a new mobile
phone spying application which can help you
keep a tab on their activities. Made by Retina
Software, ePhoneTracker allows users to
monitor every move made on a person’s mobile
phone. It sitently records everything including
text messages, call info, GPS locations, websites
visited, contacts added and retrieved. Even
deleted e-mails and texts can be retrieved by the
new application, its developers claimed. Logs
are then e-mailed to your e-mail address.
According to the company, the application has
another unique feature called SpyCall. Using this
feature, “you can call the phone and listen to
surroundings without anyone knowing you've
called™, the company said on its website,
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Finger length

ratio may predict

risk of dlseases

London: Want to know if you
are likely to catch a cold or de-
velop joint ache as you get old-
er? Well, diagnosis is at your
finger length, say scientists.

According to the scientists,
studying the length of your
fingers, specifically your ring
and index fingers, could help
you determine your risk of

more serious health com- -
plaints such as cancer and .

heart problems. For example,
if your ring finger is longer
than index finger, you could
be twice as likely to develop
osteoarthritis of the knee, re-
searchers from Nottingham
University found when they
measured the fingers of 2,000
people with the condition.
Likewise, another study
led by John Manning of
Swansea University involving
- 200 students found those with
a long ring finger suffered
more colds and illnesses gen-
erally than those with longer
index fingers. There were also
more reported cases of chick-

enpox and German measles -

among this group.
The'scientists claim that
one’s finger length is deter-
mined in the womb, by how
much one's exposed to the sex
hormeones oestrogen and testos-

The length of ring and index
fingers may help determine a
person's risk of serious health
complaints, say experts

terone. Testosterone, the “malé
hormone”, encourages growth

“of the ring finger, and oestro-

gen, female hormone, fuels
gmwth of index finger Whet-
her one's index or ring finger is
longer is a signpost to you hav-
ing more testosterone or oe:
strogen in one’s body. And, ex-
posure to these hormones ear:

ly in life seems to influence risk

of disease, say the scientists. -
According to Manning,

with further research, finger -
. lengths may be used as a guide

to determine who could be at
risk of what. ers
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Fizzy drinks linked to
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hlgh blood pressure

Washington; In one more reason

why one should avoid or reduce tak-

ing sugary drinks, a new study has
claimed that soda and other sugar-
sweetened beverages such as fruit
drinks may lead to increased blood
pressure levels in adults.

The international research, pub- -

lished in the journal Bypertension,
found that every extra sugary bev-
erages per day increases higher sys-
tolic blood pressure by 1.6 mmHg and
diastolic blood pressure by 0.8 mmHg
(millimetres of mercury). The re-
searchers, who looked at 2,696 par-
ticipants in the US and Britain for
their study, found higher blood pres-
sure levels in individuals who con-

sumed more glucose and fructose,
the most common sugar sweetener -

used by the beverage industry. -

- Higher blood pressure was also
found more pronounced in people who
consumed high levels of both sugar
and sodium. Study author Paul Elliott
of the Imperial College London said,

 “These findings lend support for rec-
ommendations to reduce the intake

~of sugar sweetened beverages, as well

‘Higher education lowers
BP, makes one live longer’

he more advanced degrees you have,
the higher your chances of living

-jonger, according to a new study. The

study by researchers at the Brown
University in the US found people who
went to college or university had fower
blood pressure as they aged than their
counterparts who did not finish high
school. And biggest health benefits were
found among those with master’s degre-

‘es or doctorates, and were stronger for

women, the Daily Mail reported, e

‘as added sugars and sodium in an ef-

fort to reduce blood pressure and im-

‘prove cardiovascular health.

“One possible mechanism for sug-
ar-sweetened beverages and fructose
increasing blood pressure levelsisa
resultant increase in the level of uric

‘acid in the blood that may in turn

lower the nitric oxide required to

‘keep the blood vessels dilated,” said

Tan Brown, research associate atIm-
perial College London. e
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Gene therapy

raises hope

of AIDS cure

n a bold new approach
I ultimately aimed at try-
ing to cure Aids, scien-
tists used genetic engineer-

ing in six patients to devel- -

op blood cells that are re-
sistant to HIV, the virus that
causes the disease.

It’s too early to know if
this scientific first will prove
to be a cure, or even a new
treatment. The research was
only meant to show that, so
far, it seems feasible and safe.

The concept was based on
the astonishing case of an
Aids patient who seems tobe
cured after getting blood cells
from a donor with hatural im-
munity to HIV nearly four
years ago in Berlin. This is
the first time experts have
permanently deleted a hu-
man gene and infused the al-
tered cells back into patients.
Other gene therapy attempts
tried to add a gene or muffle
the activity of one, and have
not worked against HIV ap
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Healthcare, educatlon crylng out
for reforms: Mukesh Ambam

Our Bunau
New Delhi, March !

Health and education sectors
are in crying need of radical
reforms, said Mr Mukesh
Ambani, Chairman and Ma-
naging Director, Reliance In-
dustries Ltd.

Mr Ambani, while giving
~ the valedictory address at
- FICCI's 83rd Arinual General
Meeting, said, “Despite the
growth in GDP numbers, we
house 40 per cent of the
world's poor.

“All through there have
been successes in the last two
decades, the health and edu-
cation sectors are in erying
need of radical reforms.” .

He added that the outlayon
health needs to increase b
five times to ensure the heal
of young India.

“Health spending in India
is already getting skewed.
Given our demographics, the
accent cannot be limited to

sustaining the dlseases of the
affluent and managing the
old, We will need to radically
transform healthcare deliv-

Ambani.

Commenting on education
* he said that there is a need to
create .necessary education
infrastructure and environ-
ment of learning,

“We should create univer-

sities as academic centres of

excellence which will feature
in the top 100 in the world.
Achieving this will be one of
the cornerstones of a new In-
dia that we will need to build.
The Right to Education Bill
and the Innovation Universi-
3! Bill are great steps in this
irection,” said Mr Ambani.

AGRICULTURE
The RIL Chairman aiso
pointed out the large oppor-
tunity in agriculture.

“India has about 13 per cent

cerytoallourpeople,” saidMr ~ § -

The RIL Chairman and
Managing Director, Mr .
Mukesh Ambani, at the FICCI'
AGM. - Kamal Narang

of the world's arable land. In
the next 10 vears there is an
opportunity to add $500 bil-
hon year-on-year in this sec-
. Given the rising food
!‘ICES, the time is opportune
or India to invest in agricul-
ture and try to become the

food basket of the world he
said,

He added that to change
the low productivity of Indian
agriculture modern farming
methods and plant biotech-
nology need to be used. “In-
creasing produetivity will
require new water-saving mi-
cro-irrigation practices,” said
Mr Ambani.

On manufacturing, Mr Am-
bani said that the sector will
be redefined by technology.
He also said that the industry

- has to carefully target export

markets and focus on scale,

technology and customer

needs.

“Development of an export
market necessitates a syner-
gistic partnership between
industry, Government and la-
bour. It requires a commit-
ment to the consumers to
assure them best quality at af-
fordable prices” sald Mr
Ambani,
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Education, skill development
will boost employability

Our Burean
: . Chennai, March1
The allocation of Rs 500
crore for the National Skill
Development Fund to
. promote vocational skill
building is a welcome move.
“It ensures that new
entrants are ‘gainfully’
employed by making it easy
for them to acquire
vocational .
skills at
affordable
cost,” said
MreE.
Balaji, MD
and CEO, -
Ma Foi
Randstad, a
: Netherlands based HR
company.
About 12 million people
enter the labour market
" every year, out of which only
5 per cent possess a trammg
cernﬁcatlon, he sald

Similarly, if the Indian
industries have to move the
public expenditure into
innovation and R&D should
be increased.

In this context, it is
heartening to note the
Finance Minister announced
the government’s intention
to set up innovation councils
and linking 1500 institutes
with National Knowledge

. Network by next year.

These meastires should

“produce more research skill.

.+ 1t is estimated that India
currently has around 120
researchers per million of
population
.i* compared
with 1,564 in
China, he
said.
According
. toMrP.
. Kishore,
MD, .

Everonn Education, the

- Finance Minister’s proposal

to introduce a scholarship
scheme for needy students
belonging to the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
studying in Classes IX and X
would benefit about 40 lakh
students

“Education forms the

backbone of economic

development. The
Governmenthasbeen =
supporting the education
sector with a missionary '
zeal,” he said.

The 24 per cent increase |

in allocation towards

- education sector reinforces

the Prime Minister’'s .
commitment to Right to_
Education and is a clear
indicator that the
Government is ‘surefooted’
on its commitments to scale

-up efforts in the education
sector, said Mr Sanjeev

Mansotra,
Chairman
Managing

Core

Technologies.

The Government has. -
balanced its allocation
between skill development,
sustainable employability
generation in socially
backward sectionsand
strengthening primary .
education across the
country. :

With the increase in the
Sarva Shiksha Abhivan

budget of 40 percenttoRs

21,000 crore, there willbe a
larger role for the private
sector in K-12 and teacher
training space built around

_ the pubic-private-

partnership model, he said.

Director, -
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apex court against
AICTE gmdehnes

Klrﬁka Sun_e,[g

- New Delhi Mar 1: Busi-

ness schools impacted by
the normslaid down by the
All India Council for Tech-
nical Education (AICTE)
regarding admissions, fee
and -curriculum have
moved the Supreme Court
by filing a writ petition
againstthe council.

- B-schoolsrepresentedby
the Education Promotion
Soclety for India (EPSDand -

the Association of Indian

" Management = Schools -
(AIMS) filed the petition -

last week against the new
AICTE norms relating to
 fee, curricsdum and admis-
sions of the post graduate
diploma in management
{PGDM) programmes,
“The petition has been
filed with the Supreme
Court and will come ap for
hearing on March 7. We ap-
proached the courtbecause
- we got no respite from the
minister. Werequested@ him
for a second meeting but
- didn't get any response,”

said H Chaturvedi, alter-

- natepresident, EPSIanddi-
rector of Birla Institute of

T e e -
r

ManagementTechnology.

The EPSI has more than -
250 managementschoolsas

its members while 500 B-
schools areapart of AIMS.

The writ petition chal-
lenges the AICTE’s norms

on three grounds. Thefirst -

one relates to the Gazette

"~ Notification - in the

AICTE’s Approval Process

- Handbook 2011-12 which
“not only takes away the

autonomy of the petition-
ers but also excessively in-
terferes with the manage-
ment and the affairs of the
petitioner  institutions
which are private unaided

_educational institutions
impartingeducationtothe '

students.”

Page 9 of 11



Business Standard, ND 02-Mar-11
p-11

a st:mgpm:h forthe pm-gmwm
impact of investment in human capi-
tal adding, “fortunately, there is aware-
ness of this in India and efforts are afoot

in terms of budgetary allocationand ac-

tual injtiatives to boost the development
of skill and human capital.” Given this

leading comment, it was only natural -
that Union finance minister Pranab .
Mukherjee laid special emphasis onthe
24 per cent hike in the budgetary al- -

locations for education as a whole and
the 40 per cent hike in allocations for
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, with total spend-
ing of 121,000 crore. Total spending on
education in the curtent fiscal is

at ¥57,660 crore, split between “gen-

eral ecucation” 32,000 crore) and “tech-

nical education” 5,660 crore). “school
education and literacy” directed towards -

primary and secondary education has
been sanctioned three fourths of the
General Education Budget 338,957

crore) while the rest goes to “higher ed- -

ucation” (%13, 100 crore). The deci-

sion to target primary and secondary

education comes not a day too early. In-
dian educatior policy since independ-
ence has been justifiably criticised for
favouring higher education to the detri-
ment of primary and secondary edu-
cation. Considerations of equity aside,
the neglect of secondary education has
had tangible ramifications, most notably
impeding the growth of a robust man-
ufacturing sector. It is equally heart-
ening that programmes like the Sarva

Shiksha Abhiyan, launched to univer-.

salise education and the Mid-Day Meal
Scheme have boosted enroliments and
lowered dropout rates in primary schools.
The Rashfriya Madhyamik Shiksha Ab-

- Boosti mg human capltal

Budget S focus on educatzon is pro-growm and pro-equuy
the pre-Budget Economic Survey * hiyan (RMSA) Iaunched in response to:

I 2010-11, the Union finance ministry - the increased demand for secondary
education indicates an increase in school‘

life (the number of years of educanon :
. an average stutlent recelves) -
 The 36 per cent increase for tech— :
nical education is impressive and will .
' clearly have to be persisted with. India
lags far behind China in the number
“of technical training institutes, where
imparting technical education was an -

important element of development strat-
egy. However, it is important to focus
on improving the quality of education
imparted in technical institutes. Stud-
ies across the board have pointed to se-

rious shortoomings in the nature of train-
ing, which forces employers to spend-

considerable resources in retraining
fresh hires. The government must avail
of offers by the private sector to par-
ticipate in training, by way of curricu-
lum design, internships and other men-
toring programmes so that graduates
hit the ground running.

Both for reasons of economic growth
and social mobility and equity, invest-
ment in education is vital. Even In-
dia’s official literacy rate of 70 per
cent compares unfavourably with its

BRIC peers. While Russia has univer-.

sal literacy, the corresponding figure for
Brazil and China is slightly over 80
per cent. The picture is even less flat-
tering when the absohste number of peo-
ple without basic literacy is considered.
Current expenditures on education at
5 per cent of GDP are comparable in In-
dia, China and Brazil, while Russia
invests close to 8 per cent of its GDP on
education, No modern industrial nation
has less than 80 per cent literacy. Thank-
fully, this Budget fills a bit of the re-
sources gap. '
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Holcim-lHT pact -

KOLKATA, 1 MARCH: The Indian
Institute of Technology Bombay
and the Swiss-based Holcim
Foundation for Sustainable
Construction will together .
champion the use of sustainable
construction practices in India. -
Under their cooperation
-agreement, lIT Bombay has .
become the Partner University of
the Holcim Foundation for the Asla

Pacific region. sns
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